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(57) Abstract 



Apparatus and method for compression of a digital sequence. The compressed sequence may be buffered and a compression procedure 
altered depending on buffer usage. This altering may include changing the depth of searching for matches performed in linked lists depending 
on the amount of the sequence being buffered. An adjacent element can be found in a linked list using a pointer, and a match can also be 
found in a history buffer using the same pointer. Frequency values may be updated for symbols based on a sampled subset of the symbols, 
and a token may be derived, such as by Huffman encoding, for each symbol from the updated frequency values. A subsequence may be 
encoded using an offset referenced to an earlier match. An insert pointer and a check pointer into a history buffer may be maintained, and 
a determination can be made as to whether accessing the history buffer is valid based on these check pointers. The maximum amount of 
the history buffer in which accessing is valid may be set Decompression of sequences is also presented. 
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DATA COMPRESSION APPARATUS AND METHOD 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to methods and apparatus 
for compression of digital sequences. 

Background of the Invention 

I: digital systems, it is often advantageous to compress 
digitally stored sequences, such as data sequences. These 
compressed sequences can be stored using less storage space. 
In addition, they can be transmitted over communication lines 
in less time, using less bandwidth, or using fewer 
communications resources than their uncompressed 
counterparts. Several approaches for achieving compression 
of digital sequences have been proposed. 

These approaches have been divided into "lossy" and 
"lossless" compression methods. Lossy compression does not 
include all of the original information in its compressed 
output. This type of compression can be used in video and 
audio applications where approximations are tolerated by the 
human eye or human ear. Lossless compression methods produce 
compressed output that can be decoded to restore the original 
sequence exactly. These methods are thus generally more 
appropriate for digital computer applications, such as 
program files, where loss of information usually cannot be 
tolerated . 

One general approach to lossless data compression 
is the ZIV-LEMPEL-77 (LZ77) method, presented in "A Universal 
Algorithm for Sequential Data Compression, " by Jacob Ziv and 
Abraham Lempel, IEEE Transactions on Information Theory, Vol. 
IT-23, No. 3, May 1977, and its variants. In this type of 
compression, sub-sequences of symbols in a sequence that have 
occurred at an earlier point in the sequence may be encoded 
as references to these earlier occurrences. For example, a 
word may be encoded as an offset, which indicates where an 
earlier occurrence of the word may be found, and a length, 
which indicates the number of characters in that earlier 
occurrence of the word. 
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Another approach to data compression is known as Huffman 
encoding. This type of encoding uses statistical information 
about the frequency of occurrence of individual symbols 
within a sequence to develop a code for this sequence. 
Symbols that occur frequently in the sequence are encoded 
with shorter codes, and symbols that occur rarely are encoded 
with longer codes . 

This type of encoding method may either use predefined 
statistical information (e.g., about the English language) or 
it may adaptively develop its statistical information during 
operation. One known method for developing such statistical 
information is to monitor symbols passing through a 
compression system and develop a tree representing the 
statistical distribution of the symbols within the sequence. 
This method requires some computational overhead, but allows 
the encoding method to adapt to changes in the statistical 
content of the data. For further introductory material on 
the subject of data compression, see "Putting Data on a 
Diet", by Douglas H. Schremp and Jeffrey A. Weiss, IEEE 
Spectrum , Vol. 30, No. 8, pp. 36-39 (1993). 

It is also known to perform more than one compression 
method in succession on the same data sequence. In 
particular, it is known to perform LZ77-type encoding 
followed by Huffman encoding. 

Additional compression is possible, however, as are 
improvements in the hardware, software, storage, and/or 
computational time requirements for such compression. The 
present invention provides improvements in one or both of 
these areas . 

Summary of the Invention 

In one general aspect, the invention features compressing 
a digital sequence by encoding the sequence according to a 
compression procedure. The compressed sequence is buffered 
and the compression procedure is altered depending on buffer 
usage. This altering may include changing the depth of 
searching for matches performed in linked lists depending on 
the amount of the sequence being buffered. In another 
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general aspect, the invention features compressing a digital 
sequence by maintaining a linked list of entries, which each 
include a pointer. An adjacent element can be found in this 
linked list using one of the pointers, and a match can also 
be found in a history buffer using the same pointer. In a 
further general aspect, the invention features compressing a 
digital sequence by sampling a subset of received symbols, 
and updating frequency values for the received symbols based 
on the sampled subset. A token is derived for each of the 
received symbols from the updated frequency values. Huffman 
encoding may be used to derive the tokens. In another 
general aspect, the invention features detecting, in a 
digital sequence, a first match between a first and a second 
subsequence and a second match between a third and fourth- 
subsequence. The fourth subsequence is encoded using' an 
offset referenced to the first match. In another general 
aspect, the invention features decompressing a digital 
sequence by receiving a first match token, and thereafter 
receiving a second match token including an offset. The 
position of a subsequence in a history buffer is determined 
based on the offset and the first match token, and the 
subsequence is substituted for the second match token in the 
sequence. In a further general aspect, the invention 
features compressing a digital sequence by maintaining an 
insert pointer and a check pointer into a history buffer . 
Characters are inserted at the insert pointer and the history 
buffer is accessed to search for matches in the history 
buffer. A determination is made as to whether the step of 
accessing the history buffer is valid based on the insert and 
check pointers. The maximum amount of the history buffer in 
which accessing is valid may be set. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a compression system 
according to the invention; 
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FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the storage of data in 
connection with the first (LZ77) encoding stage of the 
embodiment of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a physical data storage diagram illustrating 
physical storage of the data for the first (LZ77) encoding 
stage of the decoder of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an exemplary random access memory 
structure for use in implementing the embodiment of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating tokens produced by the 
segmenter of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 6 is a composite graph illustrating an exemplary 
probability distribution of the likelihood of matching a 
given string for an increasing offset within the history 
buffer, and corresponding segment sizes; 

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary output 
stream from the compression system of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of the last (Huffman) encoding 
srage of the embodiment of FIG . 1; 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a decompression system 
according to the invention. 

FIG. 10 is an illustrative flow chart presenting 
principles of operation of the first (LZ77) encoding stage of 
the embodiment of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 11 is an * illustrative flowchart presenting 
principles of operation of the adaptive linked list searching 
of the first (LZ77) encoding stage of the embodiment of FIG 
1; 

FIG. 12 is an illustrative flowchart presenting 
principles of operation of the last (Huffman) encoding stage 
of the embodiment of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 13 is an illustrative flowchart presenting 
principles of operation of the segmenter of the embodiment of 
FIG. 1. 

Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Referring to FIG. 1, an exemplary encoding system 10 
includes an LZ77-variant encoder 12, a segmenter 14, a 
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coupling first-in-first-out (FIFO) buffer 16, a Huffman 
encoder 18, and a byte converter 19. One or more coded 
indications of fill level (i.e., half full, one-quarter full, 
etc.) of the FIFO buffer are fed back to the LZ77 encoder 
over one or more feedback lines 17. An offset data path 15 
is provided between the segmenter and the byte converter via 
the FIFO buffer. The system 10 may be implemented with 
digital hardware and/or software. 

In overall operation, the exemplary encoding system 10 
receives an input digital sequence 20, compresses it, and 
provides it as a compressed output sequence to a 
communications channel 22. Generally, the encoding system 
uses the LZ77 encoder 12 to encode repeated sequences of 
characters each as an offset and a length. The segmenter 14 
expresses these using a segmenting scheme, and provides the 
resulting segment -based offset and the resulting 
segment-based length to the coupling FIFO buffer. The 
coupling FIFO buffer receives both the segment-referenced 
lengths and any uncompressed literal data, and provides them 
to the Huffman encoder 18. The Huffman encoder encodes these 
segment-referenced lengths and literal data and supplies them 
to the byte converter in the form of tokens. The FIFO buffer 
supplies the buffered segment -based offset to the byte 
converter. The byte converter provides the tokens to the 
communications channel in a byte-delineated format. Control 
of the system is performed by control logic 11, which may be 
located within the individual modules, or may be centralized, 
as shown in FIG. 1. Although the system has been partitioned 
into functional subsystems, which will be described in more 
detail below, these do not necessarily correspond to strict 
structural limitations and, for example, all of the functions 
shown in FIG. 1 may be performed by one or more suitably, 
programmed processors. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the LZ77 encoder 12 includes a 
circular history buffer 24, hashing logic 27, and an open 
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hashing data structure 26. The hashing data structure 
includes a hash table 28 and one or more linked lists 30, 
which lists are each linked to separate entries 36 in the 
hash table. Each linked list includes one or more list 
elements 31, and each element 31 in the linked lists includes 
a pointer 38 to its predecessor and a pointer 40 to is 
successor . 

In overall operation of the LZ77 encoder, the history 
buffer 24 is supplied with eight-bit binary characters, and 
the hashing logic 27 and hashing data structure 26 are used 
to search for three-byte matches in the history buffer. 
While eight-bit characters are described in the present 
embodiment, the invention is, of course, applicable to other 
formats. There is also no requirement that matches be 
performed on three bytes to reap the benefits of the 
invention. Further parameter changes, minor changes in the 
sequencing of operations, and other variations are also 
possible without losing the benefits of the invention. 

Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 10, operation of the LZ77 
encoder will be discussed in more detail. Upon startup, the 
circular history buffer 24 is initialized by making a check 
pointer 32 equal to an insert pointer 34 (step 200 in FIG. 
10). This can be done by setting both pointers equal to 
zero. At this point, the entire history buffer is deemed to 
include invalid data. Data to be compressed are then added 
to the history buffer at the location pointed to by the 
insert pointer (step 202). As these data are added, the 
insert pointer is separated from the check pointer (step 204). 

Using these two pointers in this way allows startup to be 
performed rapidly, as the contents of the buffer need not be 
altered upon reset. This can be advantageous during 
resynchronization operations that may occur during operation 
of the encoder. These may be necessary, for example, if the 
encoder and decoder lose synchronization with each other due 
to errors on the communication channel. During each access 
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to the history buffer in matching operations, however, the 
address of the location accessed should be checked against 
these pointers to determine if the access is valid (step 212, 
discussed below) . 

The check pointer 32 marks the end of the history 
buffer. As the history buffer is filled, the check pointer 
does not change. Once a predetermined number of characters M 
(e.g., 32K) have been inserted into the history buffer (see 
step 206), the check pointer begins to follow the insert 
pointer (step 208). This number of characters M may be a 
user-settable parameter, allowing the user to effectively set 
the size of the history buffer depending on the anticipated 
application. For example, where it is important that a high 
compression ratio be obtained, the user may set the history 
buffer to its maximum size. Th.s feature may also allow 
systems using- different amounts of physical memory to be 
operated together,- with a system having more memory operating 
in a compatibiliry mode which sets a reduced history buffer 
size. 

Each time a new character is inserted into the history 
buf r ~r, this character is grouped with the two characters 
rec , ... /ed immediately before it. The hashing logic 27 applies 
a hashing function (step 207) to these three most recently 
inserted characters each time a new character is inserted. 
An exemplary hashing function is: 

KEY=( ( Bytel XOR (Byt:e2 shifted left 3)) XOR Byte 
3 shifted left 8) and KEYMASK 

The resulting hash value is used to address the hash 
table 28 (step 210). If there is no entry 36 in the hash 
table that corresponds to this value (branch 211), this 
indicates that there is no match in the history buffer. A 
pointer to the location of the three-character sequence in 
the history buffer is then stored at that location (step ' 
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234), a character of literal data is provided to the 
segmenter (step 232), and the next character sequence is 
processed. 

If the location addressed by the hash value contains an 
entry 36 (branch 213), this indicates that there could be a 
match in the history buffer 24. This entry is first checked 
to see if it points to a valid location by determining 
whether it is between the insert and check pointers (step 
212). To check for a match, the three bytes pointed to in 
the history buffer by the pointer stored in the hash entry 
are then compared with the current three byte sequence which 
was provided to the hashing logic 27 (step 214). If these do 
not match (branch 215), the linked list that is linked to the 
addressed hash table entry will be searched for a match. 
This search will take place until A) a maximum length match 
(e.g., 64 bytes) is found (step 220), B) the linked list is 
exhausted (step 218, branch 222), C) an attempt is made to 
read outside of the history buffer (branch 224), or D) more 
than a certain number of linked list entries have been 
processed (step 225, branch 226), as discussed below. 

If a detected match (branch 221) is shorter than 64 bytes 
long (branch 231), but longer than any previous match, it is 
saved in a current best match register as the current longest 
match (step 223). Then, once any searching in the hashing 
data structure is complete (branch 227), the current longest 
match is encoded as an offset and a length and provided to ; 
the segmenter 14 (step 230). The offsets can be expressed as 
the number of characters separating the beginning of the 
encoded match and the end of the earlier sequence that it 
matches. If no match has been detected (step 228), one 
character is provided to the segmenter as literal data (step 
232). 

The linked lists 30 have a maximum search depth, as 
indicated above by the fourth exit condition (D), which depth 
may be determined by a system parameter stored in a register 
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or in memory. This parameter may be set to optimize average 
throughput for the encoder 12, or may be set adaptively. The 
use of this parameter can prevent large amounts of time being 
expended searching for old entries in the history buffer. In 
one embodiment, the default parameter is set to be 1024 
entries . 

When the system is used in its adaptive mode, referring 
to FIGS. 1 and 11, FIFO fill level information may be used at 
the encoder to determine the search depth parameter. For 
example, a "FIFO nearing empty" signal may be provided on the 
feedback lines 17 from the FIFO when it has fewer than a 
certain number of entries (step 240 of FIG. 11). This signal 
will then cause the encoder to reduce its search depth (step 
242) and provide data to the FIFO 16 via the segmenter 14 
more rapidly. In this mode, there is a chance that shorter 
than optimal matches will be found, but encoded data will be 
provided to the FIFO at a higher rate. 

It is therefore possible to ensure that there will never 
be an interruption in transmission of the encoded characters, 
unless there is no more input data to process. This adaptive 
approach to data encoding is likely to provide a higher 
overall throughput than might otherwise be provided, although 
the level of compression may not be as high. 
For this reason, this mode can be advantageous in 
communications applications . 

Once the FIFO 16 has been replenished (step 244), because 
it has been filled faster than the communication channel 
could empty it, a "FIFO adequately filled" signal may be 
provided to the encoder 12 on the feedback lines 17. This 
signal will cause the encoder to increase its search depth 
again ( step 246) . 

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the LZ77 encoding will be 
discussed -in further detail in connection with some example 
table entries. The encoder may be implemented using a series 
of four memory arrays having equal numbers of entries. The 
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first array is the history buffer 24 (e.g., 32K x 8 bits), 
the second array is the hash table 28 (e.g., 32K x 16 bits), 
the third array is a predecessor array 42 (e.g., 32K x 16 
bits), and the fourth array is a successor array 44 (e.g., 
32K x 16 bits). The predecessor array and the successor 
array make up the storage area for the linked lists 30. 

In a first example, a new three-byte combination in the 
history buffer 24 causes the hashing logic 27 to address a 
particular location 46 in the hash table 28. This location 
contains a pointer entry to a buffer entry 48 in the history 
buffer. As discussed above, the three bytes stored beginning 
at this buffer entry can now be tested to determine whether 
there is a match, by comparing them with the three-byte 
combination. If there is no match, and there is no element 
of a linked list associated with the table entry, a match is 
not found. A copy of the insert pointer is now added to the 
structure as the first element (not shown) of the linked list 
associated with that entry 46. 

If: the hashing logic addresses another particular hash 
table entry, for example table entry 50, which has a linked 
list associated with it, the buffer entry 52 pointed to by 
the contents of the table entry is similarly checked for a 
match. If no match is found, the entry 50 of the hash table 
is used to point to a predecessor entry 54 in the predecessor 
array 42, and its corresponding successor entry 56 in the 
successor array 44. Together, these two entries make up a 
first element of the linked list. 

The predecessor entry 54 in the predecessor array points 
back to the hash table entry 50. The entry 56 in the 
successor array points to another location 58 in the history 
buffer which may be checked for another match. 
Advantageously, this successor entry also points to the next 
predecessor entry 60 and successor entry 62 (i.e., the second 
element in the linked list). Because entries in the linked 
list point to other entries in the linked list and to entries 
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in the history buffer at the same time, each element of the 
linked list need only contain a predecessor and successor 
entry, and need not contain a separate pointer to the history 
buffer. This type of structure occupies less memory than 
might otherwise be required. The fact that the arrays are 
all the same size facilitates the implementation of this 
feature . 

The predecessor entry 6 0 of the second element in the 
linked list points to the first element in the linked list, 
which includes its predecessor entry 54 and its successor 
entry 56. Note that it also points (not shown) to the 
history buffer entry 52 pointed to by the second hash table 
entry 50. The successor entry 62 of the second element in 
the linked list points to yet another buffer entry 64 in the 
history buffer 24, which may be checked for a match. 

This successor entry 62 also points to a predecessor 
entry 66 and a successor entry 68 of a third linked list 
element. This third predecessor entry points back to the 
predecessor element 60 and the successor element 62 of the 
second linked list element. The successor entry of the third 
linked list element in this instance is an end marker, which 
indicates the end of the linked list. 

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, there is shown a 
random-access memory (RAM) structure 70, which may be used to 
implement the history buffer 24, the hash table 28, the 
predecessor array 42, and the successor array 44. This type 
of structure is well known in the art, and it is known to use 
the simplified notations of FIGS. 2 and 3 to express 
implementations that can use such structures. Briefly, the 
conventional memory structure 70 includes a bank 72 of 
storage elements, addressing logic 74, an address input 76, 
and a data output 78. 

In operation, an address is placed on the address input 
76, and the addressing logic 74 selects one of the entries to 
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be presented at the data output 78. This type of random 
access memory structure can be further controlled by control 
lines, such as READ lines, WRITE lines, ENABLE lines, and the 
like, the use of which is well known and will not be 
discussed further. In one embodiment 16 least significant 
address bits are used to address locations within the arrays, 
while more significant address bits select between the 
arrays. 

While the random access memory structure 70 may be used 
to implement the history buffer 24, the hash table 28, the' 
predecessor array 42, and the successor array 44, in a 
hardware semiconductor structure, a software implementation 
of the LZ77 encoding described above may employ higher level 
storage constructs. For example these may be implemented as 
data arrays in data memory. As is well known, software array 
constructs may be stored in semiconductor memory, disk 
remory, cache memory, special purpose registers, or the like. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 5 and 13, the segmenter 14 
receives (step 260) the output of the LZ77 encoder 12 in a 
parallel format, and determines whether it represents a match 
or literal data (step 262), by testing for a match length 
value of zero. If literal data is detected, a literal token 
80 is provided to the Huffman encoder 18 (step 264). A 
literal token 80 may include a literal token indicator bit 
sequence 82 followed by literal data 84. 

In the case of a match, the segmenter selects either an 
absolute or difference encoding mode (step 266). This 
selection is made based on the determination of which mode 
results in the shortest encoded sequence.- The mode chosen 
affects the point from which the offset is measured, but does 
not affect the length. 

If absolute encoding is selected, the offset is measured 
between the beginning of the window and the current position 
in the window, and this offset is provided to the byte 
counter (step 268). A match token is then provided to the 
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Huffman encoder (step 270). A match token is made up of a 
segment number 92 (e.g., 4 bits), and a length 94 (e.g., 6 
bits) 

Referring also to FIG. 6, the segments 96, 98, 100, 110, 
112, 114 used by the segment er have different lengths, and 
therefore specifying a position (or segment-based offset) in 
each of the segments requires a different number of bits. 
The segments have been arranged such that the shortest 
segments are most recent and the longest segments are 
oldest. This takes advantage of the fact that most matches 
are generally found to occur in the relatively recent past of 
the history buffer, as illustrated by the exemplary 
probability distribution curve 116. The first segment 96 
will thus have the highest density of matches. Because this 
is also the shortest segment, these matches will have the 
shortest segment-based rtifset indicators. This segmented 
method of specifying of. :ets therefore provides added 
compression over the LZ77 variant. 

In the case of difference encoding, the offset is encoded 
as an offset from the most recent match, even if it is not a 
match of the same subsequence, and this offset is provided to 
the byte converter (step 272). A match token is then 
provided to the Huffman encoder (step 270). The format of 
this match token is somewhat different from the match token 
used in absolute encoding. 

Referring to FIG. 6, a special segment number is used in 
difference coding mode. When this segment number is used, 
offsets are encoded to be interpreted as a difference offset 
111 from the last match 109 to the current match 113, rather 
than from the. beginning of a segment boundary. This mode can 
be particularly useful for compressing in a packet-based 
environment, where packets which contain different types of 
data are interleaved onto the communications stream. In such 
an environment, it is likely that data in. a packet will tend 
to match data in an earlier occurrence of that data type in 
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an earlier packet. These related packets may be separated by 
a number of intervening packets, however, which could result 
in a succession of long offsets if the difference coding mode 
were not used. The offsets in the difference coding mode are 
not segmented. 

Note that the order of the operations may be altered such 
that both types of offset are first at least partially 
generated, and these are then evaluated to determine which is 
shortest. The mode of transmission is then chosen on the 
basis of this determination. 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 7, once the output of the LZ77 
encoder 12 has been processed by the segmenter 14 and 
converted to tokens, the tokens are encoded by the Huffman 
encoder 18 to produce Huffman encoded tokens 118 for literal 
tokens, and 119 for match tokens. These Huffman encoded 
tokens are provided to the byte converter 19, which adds the 
appropriate offsets 120 to the Huffman encoded match tokens 
119. The offsets are not Huffman encoded, because i~ has 
been found that these numbers tend to be quite random and 
therefore .result in little or no compression, while taxing 
the Huffman encoder . 

The Huffman encoded tokens 118, 119 will be of variable 
length, by definition. The offsets 120 will also be of 
variable length, due to the segmenting. As the hardware 
implementation of many computer systems is designed to 
transfer data in a byte-delineated format, the byte converter 
breaks the encoded data stream 121 up into bytes for 
transmission. 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 8, the Huffman encoder 18 is 
made up of a window or buffer 122, which is responsive to the 
tokens from the coupling FIFO 16, and Huffman tree storage 
124. The tree storage is responsive to tokens from the 
coupling FIFO and the output of the buffer 122." The Huffman 
encoder also includes control logic 126 for controlling which 
symbols are supplied to the Huffman tree storage, and Huffman 
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substitution logic 128, which is responsive to the tokens 
from the coupling FIFO and the statistical information stored 
in the Huffman tree storage. 

Operation of the Huffman encoder will be discussed in 
conjunction with FIGS. 1, 8 and 12. 

Tokens are received from the segmenter 14, via the 
coupling FIFO 16, into the buffer 122. Upon reception, each 
token is substituted for with its current Huffman 
representation by the Huffman substitution logic 128 (step 
250 in FIG. 12). Once this substitution has taken place, the 
frequency of occurrence of that particular token may be 
updated in the Huffman tree, which is stored in the Huffman 
tree storage 124 (step 254). This generally has the effect 
of updating the Huffman code, so that the next occurrence of 
the token will usually be encoded with a shorter Huffman code. 

As tokens move through the buffer 122 in a FIFO manner, 
eventually they reach the output of the buffer/ At this 
point, they may be provided to the Huffman tree storage and 
the frequency for this particular token may be decremented. 
The manner in which the tree is maintained and updated is 
known and is discussed further in "Variations On A Theme By 
Huffman' 1 by Robert G. Gal lager, IEEE. Transactions 
on Information Theory, Vol. IT-24, 6, November 1978, and 
"Dynamic Huffman Coding" by Donald E. Knuth, Journal of 
Algorithms 6, 163-180 (1985). 

The control logic 126 controls the admission of the 
tokens from the input and the output of the buffer 122 to the 
Huffman tree, storage. The control logic may admit less than 
all of the tokens. For example, it may admit only a fraction 
of the tokens (step 252), such as every four or eight 
tokens. This sampling may be performed by decrementing a 
counter each time a token is received, until it reaches zero, 
at which point a sample is taken. The counter is then 
reloaded with the sampling ratio. 
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For sufficient data passing through the buffer, the 
statistical content of the Huffman tree will be 
representative of the data encoded, but the standard Huffman 
updating operations will need to be performed less 
frequently. This will reduce required processing time 
significantly, which can result in improved throughput. The 
sampling ratio used by the control logic may be a 
user-settable parameter. 

One way of viewing the encoding of the tokens is that 
segment numbers 0 through 3 indicate literal data. The 
relationship between subsequent segment numbers, the range of 
offsets for each segment, and the numbers of bits required to 
offset into the segments for one embodiment are shown in 
Table I. 



Seqment 


Start 


End 


Bits 


- 4 


0 


7 


3 


5 


8 


23 


4 


6 


24 


87 


6 


7 


88 


343 


8 


8 


344 


1367 


10 


9 


1368 


5463 


12 


10 


5464 


32768 


15 



Table I 

A further segment number can be used for difference encoding. 

A non-adaptive fixed code may also be substituted for the 
above adaptive Huffman code, in cases where the adaptive 
approach would result in degraded performance. This 
non-adaptive fixed code can shorten the literal data 
indicator 82 in each literal token 80 to a single bit (see 
FIG. 6). These modified literal tokens are provided as the 
output of the encoder along with the match tokens 88 and the 
variable-length offsets 120. 

Referring to FIG. 9, • an exemplary decoding system 130 
includes a Huffman decoder 132 responsive to a stream of 
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compressed data on the coitununi cat ions channel 22 , an 
unsegmenter 134 responsive to the stream of compressed data 
and the Huffman decoder, and a string substitution module 136 
responsive to the unsegmenter. 

In operation, the Huffman decoder 132 decodes Huffman 
encoded tokens and provides decoded tokens to the unsegmenter 
134. The Huffman decoder maintains its frequency information 
in the same manner as does the Huffman encoder. If the 
Huffman encoded token represents a literal, the unsegmenter 
adds the literal data from that token to an output stream 
138. If the decoded token represents a match, the 
unsegmenter reads the segment number so that it can interpret 
the offset that follows a match token. The unsegmenter then 
converts the segment number and the segment-based offset into 
an absolute offset and provides it, along with the length, to 
the string substitution module 136. 

The string substitution module 136 maintains a history 
buffer, and uses the length and offset to copy matched 
strings from the history buffer into the output stream. 

Note that when the compression system no longer has any 
data to transmit, its byte converter places an end marker in 
the string. Upon resumption, the first data received by the 
decompression system are interpreted as a Huffman encoded 
token by the: decoder and decompression resumes. 

A compression system and a decompression system can be 
provided in the same hardware implementation for 
bidirectional operation. In software embodiments, these can 
take the form of different software modules. In hardware 
embodiments, the encoding and decoding circuits can be 
separate (full-duplex), or they can share circuitry 
( half -duplex ) . Of course, individual compression and 
decompression systems can each be constructed separately. 
Furthermore, software and hardware embodiments can 
communicate with each other. The two encoding stages can 
also each be used separately. 
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In one embodiment including features of the invention, a 
compression system and decompression system share circuitry 
in an 0.7 micron CMOS gate array, which uses external memory 
for the history buffer, hash table, and predecessor and 
successor arrays. The integrated circuit includes control 
circuitry, registers, hashing circuitry, and a look-ahead 
buffer. This embodiment has a microprocessor interface and 
is constructed to interact via DMA with bus-based computer 
hardware that has an eight or sixteen-bit bus. 

In this embodiment, the history buffer may receive the 
characters from a host system over a bus, by direct memory 
access (DMA) . These characters can be held in a look-ahead 
buffer provided between the bus and the history buffer, 
before they are received by the history buffer. This 
look-ahead buffer can be filled by a DMA controller at the 
bus' rate, and emptied into the history buffer at a slower 
rate. The look-ahead buffer therefore allows a computer 
system employing the compression system to operate somewhat 
more efficiently, by permitting block transfers of input data 
to the compression system. An output FIFO may also be 
provided to serve a similar function during decompression 
operations . 

While there have been shown and described what are at 
present considered the preferred embodiments of the present 
invention, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art 
that various changes and modifications may be made therein 
without departing from the scope of the invention as defined 
by the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. Apparatus for compressing a digital sequence 
comprising : 

a first encoder for receiving and compressing the digital 
sequence according to a first compression procedure to 
provide a compressed version of the digital sequence, 

a buffer responsive to the first encoder to receive and 
buffer the compressed version of the digital sequence, 

a feedback path between the buffer and the first encoder 
for providing an indication of a fill value for the buffer to 
the first encoder, wherein the first encoder is responsive to 
the indication from the buffer to change the first 
compression procedure, 

a statistical dara storage element for storing 
statistical values for symbols in the compressed version of 
the digital sequence, the statistical data storage element 
being responsive to the buffer to adjust the statistical 
values in the data storage element, 

control logic for selectively allowing only a subset of 
the symbols in the compressed version of the digital sequence 
to adjust the statistical values stored in the data storage 
element, and 

•a second encoder responsive to the buffer and to the 
statistical data storage element, for encoding the symbols in 
the compressed version of the digital sequence according to a 
second compression procedure and based on the adjusted 
statistical values. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the first encoder 
comprises: 

a history buffer having buffer entries, buffer addressing 
logic to address one of the buffer entries, and a buffer data 
output for supplying contents of the one of the buffer 
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entries addressed by the buffer addressing logic, wherein the 
buffer addressing logic has a predefined number of address 
lines , 

hashing logic responsive to the buffer data output to 
convert the contents of the one of the buffer entries 
addressed by the buffer addressing logic to a hash value 
according to a hashing function , and 

a hash table having table entries, table addressing logic 
responsive to the hashing logic to address one of the table 
entries with the hashing value, and a table data output for 
supplying contents of the one of the table entries addressed 
by the table addressing logic, wherein the table addressing 
logic has the same predefined number of table address lines 
as the history buffer has buffer address lines, and wherein 
the buffer address lines are responsive to the table data 
output to indicate a location of a match in the history 
buffer . 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the first encoder 
comprises : 

a history buffer for receiving and buffering the digital 
sequence, 

match detection logic responsive to the history buffer, 
for detecting matches between a present subsequence in a 
history buffer and a previous subsequence in a history 
buffer, and 

coding logic responsive to the match detection logic to 
selectively encode a matched present subsequence as either an 
absolute offset referenced to the previous subsequence or a 
relative offset referenced to an earlier match. 

•4. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the first encoder 
comprises : 

a history buffer for receiving and buffering the digital 
sequence, 
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match detection logic responsive to the history buffer, 
for detecting matches between a present subsequence in a 
history buffer and a previous subsequence in a history 
buffer, and 

control logic for identifying a portion of the history 
buffer as a valid portion, the control logic further being 
responsive to the match detection logic to determine whether 
the matches detected by the match detection logic are within 
the valid portion of the history buffer. 

5. Apparatus for compressing a digital sequence, 
comprising: 

a first encoder for receiving and compressing the digital 
sequence according to a compression procedure to provide a 
compressed version of the digital sequence, 

a buffer responsive to the first encoder to receive and 
buffer the compressed version of the digital sequence, and 

a feedback path between the buffer and zhe first encoder 
for providing an indication of a fill value for the buffer to 
the first encoder, wherein the first encoder is responsive to 
the indication from the buffer to change the compression 
procedure . 

6. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein the first encoder 
includes storage for a compression parameter and wherein the 
storage is responsive to the feedback path to adjust the 
compression parameter in response to the indication from the 
buffer . 

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the first encoder 
includes a history buffer, and a mechanism for searching for 
matches within the history buffer, the mechanism being 
responsive to the storage to limit the amount of search in 
the history buffer according to the compression parameter. 
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8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the mechanism for 
searching for matches includes hashing logic, a hashing 
table, and linked lists depending from the hashing table and 
wherein the compression parameter limits the depth of search 
in the linked lists. 

9. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the feedback path is 
constructed and adapted to provide as the indication a signal 
indicating that the buffer contains more than a certain 
number of entries. 

10. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein the feedback path 
is further constructed and adapted to provide as the 
indication a signal indicating that the buffer contains more 
than a certain number of entries. 

11. The apparatus of claim 5 wnerein the feedback path 
is further constructed and adapted to provide as the 
indication a signal indicating that the buffer contains fewer 
than a certain number of entries. 

12. A method of compressing a digital sequence, 
comprising: 

encoding the sequence to provide a compressed version of 
the sequence according to a compression procedure, 
buffering the compressed sequence, and 

altering the compression procedure used in the step of 
encoding according to the extent of the buffering in said 
buffering step. 

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the step of encoding 
searches for matches in the sequence, and wherein the step of 
altering changes the amount of searching performed. 

14. The method of claim 13 wherein the step of encoding 
involves searching linked lists for potential matches and 
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wherein the step of altering changes the depth of searching 
performed in the linked lists. 

15. The method of claim 12 wherein the step of altering 
depends on the amount of the sequence being buffered being 
more than a first value and the amount of the sequence being 
buffered being less than a second value. 

16. Apparatus for compressing a digital sequence, 
comprising: 

an input for receiving symbols in the sequence, 

a statistical data storage element for storing 
statistical values for symbols in the digital sequence, the 
data storage element being responsive to the input to adjust 
the statistical values in the data storage element, 

control logic for selectively allowing only a subset of 
the symbols in the digital sequence to adjust the statistical 
values stored in the data storage element, and 

an encoder responsive to the input and to the statistical 
data storage element, for encoding the symbols in the 
sequence based on the adjusted statistical values. 

17. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the control logic 
is periodic and allows only a predetermined fraction of the 
symbols in the digital sequence to adjust the frequency 
values stored in the data storage element. 

18. The apparatus of claim 16 further including a buffer 
responsive to the input and having an output for outputting 
symbols in the sequence, and wherein the data storage element 
is further responsive to the output to adjust the frequency 
values in the data storage element. 

19. The apparatus of claim 18 wherein the data storage 
element increments the frequency value for each symbol upon 
receiving an instance of that symbol from the input and 
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decrements the frequency value for each symbol upon receiving 
an instance of that symbol from the output. 

20. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the apparatus is 
constructed to implement Huffman encoding. 

21. A method of processing a digital sequence/ 
comprising: 

receiving symbols from the digital sequence, 

sampling a subset of the received symbols, 

updating statistical values for the received symbols from 
the digital sequence based on the subset of the received 
symbols sampled in the step of sampling, and 

substituting, for each of the received symbols, a token 
derived from the statistical values updated in the step of 
updating. 

22. The method of claim 21 wherein the step of sampling 
is performed periodically to allow only a predetermined 
fraction of the symbols in the received digital sequence to 
update the frequency values . 

23. The method of claim 21 wherein the step of sampling 
a subset includes sampling the subset at two locations in the 
received sequence, and wherein the step of updating includes 
increasing the frequency values based on samples received 
from one of the locations and decreasing the frequency values 
based on samples received from another of the locations. 

24. The method of claim 21 wherein the step of 
substituting employs a compression method to derive the 
tokens from the frequency values. 

25. The method of claim 24 wherein the step of 
substituting employs Huffman encoding to derive the tokens 
from the frequency values. 
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26. The method of claim 21 wherein the step of . . 
substituting employs a decompression method to derive the 
frequency values. 

27. Apparatus for compressing a digital sequence, 
comprising: 

a history buffer for receiving and buffering the digital 
sequence, 

match detection logic responsive to the history buffer, 
for detecting matches between a present subsequence in a 
history buffer and a previous subsequence in a history 
buffer, and 

coding logic responsive to the match detection logic to 
selectively encode a matched present subsequence as either an 
absolute offset referenced to the previous subsequence or a 
relative offset referenced to an earlier match. 

28. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the coding logic 
further includes logic to generate an indicator for 
indicating whether the matched present subsequence is encoded 
as an absolute offset or a relative offset. 

29. A method of compressing a digital sequence, 
comprising: 

detecting a first match between a first and a second 
subsequence in the digital sequence, 

detecting a second match between a third and a fourth 
subsequence in the digital sequence, the first and second 
subsequences being different from the third and fourth 
subsequences, and 

encoding the fourth subsequence using an offset 
referenced to the first match. 

30. The method of claim 29 wherein the step of encoding 
is performed in response to a further step of determining, 
the step of determining including determining whether to 
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encode the fourth subsequence using an offset referenced to 
the first match instead of an offset from the beginning of a 
history buffer . 

31. The method of claim 29 further including the step of 
receiving packet-switched data as the digital sequence. 

32. A method of decompressing a digital sequence, 
comprising: 

receiving a first match token, 

after receiving the first match token, receiving a second 
match token including an offset, 

determining the position of a subsequence in a history 
buffer based on the offset and the first match token, and 

substituting the subsequence for the second match token 
in the digital sequence. 

33. The method of claim 32 further including the step of 
reading an offset mode indication from the second match token 
to determine that the step of determining is to be based on 
the second match token and the offset instead of being based 
on the offset alone. 

34. Apparatus for compressing a digital sequence, 
comprising : 

a history buffer for receiving and buffering the digital 
sequence, 

match detection logic responsive to the history buffer, 
for detecting matches between a present subsequence in a 
history buffer and a previous subsequence in a history 
buffer, and 

control logic for identifying a portion of the history 
buffer as a valid portion, the control logic further being 
responsive to the match detection logic to determine whether 
the matches detected by the match detection logic are within 
the valid portion of the history buffer. 
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35. The apparatus of claim 34 wherein the control logic 
is further operations to control the maximum size of the 
valid portion of the history buffer. 

36. A method of compressing a digital sequence, 
comprising: 

maintaining an insert pointer and a check pointer into a 
history buffer , 

inserting characters at the insert pointer, 

accessing the history buffer to search for matches in the 
history buffer, and 

determining whether the step of accessing the history 
buffer is valid based on the insert and check pointers. 

37. The method of claim 36 wherein the step of 
maintaining includes maintaining the check pointer to set the 
maximum amount of the history buffer in which the step of 
determining will determine that the step of accessing is 
valid. 

38. The method of claim 37 further including the step of 
initializing the buffer by setting the insert and check 
pointers to be equal. 
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